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Cameroon 


SDF Holds Ghost City Operation; Arrests Made 
AB1510181294 Paris AFP in French 1633 GMT 15 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Yaounde, 15 Oct (AFP)— 
According to various witnesses contacted by AFP, Bam- 
enda, one of the major towns in the English-speaking 
part of Cameroon, was turned into a “ghost city” today 
following a call by the Social Democratic Front [SDF], 
the radical opposition movement. 


The SDF, led by John Fru Ndi, has been calling for 
strikes and demonstrations to protest the high cost of 
living in the country. It claims to have been the true 
winner of the 1992 presidential elections, of which 
President Paul Biya was declared the official winner. 
Some 500 persons gathered in downtown Bamenda for 
the demonstration but were later dispersed by the police, 
who fired tear gas grenades. 


The SDF has charged that several of its local activists 
and leaders in Bamenda and Bafoussam, the English- 
speaking province, as well as in Yaounde, have been 
arrested. However, according to AFP reports there were 
no demonstrations either in the capital; in Douala, the 
second city; or in northern Cameroon. 


This afternoon, neither the authorities nor the state 
media mentioned demonstrations or arrests. 


When AFP interviewed the SDF chairman, he said that 
today’s protest, as well as that of 11 October were “a 
success,” and that as of now he will embark on the 
second phase of his anti-government action plan, which 
will urge traders not to pay trade taxes to the local 
authorities “because it is one way of funding an illegal 
system, the local elections,” which should have been held 
in 1992 and which have been postponed twice. 


BBC Reports Crowds Harrassed by Police in 
Bamenda 


AB1510190094 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cameroon’s opposition has 
embarked on a campaign of civil disobedience to mark 
the second anniversary of the disputed elections won by 
President Paul Biya. The action is being organized by a 
new 16-party alliance led by the main opposition, the 
SDF [Social Democratic Front]. Already, this week has 
seen some trouble following demonstrations in 
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Cameroon’s Anglophone provinces. Today, the opposi- 
tion held a rally in Bamenda in the northwest. On the 
line, Matthew Tostevin asked our correspondent 
William Wallace what happened: 


{Begin recording] [Wallace] Well, between about 500 and 
1,000 people gathered early this morning. They were 
singing the Cameroon national anthem and then they 
sang the party anthem of the Social Democratic Front. 
Then the provincial coordinator of the SDF began to 
give a speech, but this was interrupted when security 
forces came in and fired teargas into the crowd, which 
dispersed and regrouped on various small back streets, in 
smaller groups, where further teargas was fired into the 
crowd. A number of people were injured. There was one 
man who had a wound on his head from a plastic bullet, 
and at least four people were arrested. 


[Tostevin] So, is there very much an air of fear in 
Bamenda? 


[Wallace] I would not say there was an air of fear. I think 
people are deterred by the presence of the security forces 
and, obviously, when they start firing teargas into the 
crowd, people run away, but I would not say that people 
are frightened at this particular point. The town has 
become calm and people are generally quietly going 
about their business, though all shops are shut. 


[Tostevin] Now, you were out there when the teargas was 
fired. What was it like among the crowd this morning? 


[Wallace] (?I must say frankly) there was pandemonium 
and people ran away. In fact, the provincial coordinator 
himself disappeared in a cloud of teargas and he has been 
feeling rather dizzy since I saw him later on. People were 
running in every direction, but as I said, they regrouped 
in smaller back streets and from there they taunted the 
security forces, which led to further small clashes. 


[Tostevin] Now, the SDF said that there were going to be 
demonstrations across the country, that they had a lot of 
support. Has that support really come out across the 
country? [Wallace] Well, there was a small demonstra- 
tion in the capital, Yaounde, today. I am told several 
hundred people gathered together, and again there were 
further arrests. There has been some activity in the 
Anglophone southwest of the country, but you couldn’t 
call this a nationwide demonstration. There has been no 
activity in the north of Cameroon, or in the east, and I 
think, you know, it is difficult at this point to mobilize 
the population. They are concerned with day-to-day 
economic survival and I do not think they have been 
convinced that it will actually induce any political 
change to g® Out in the streets at this particular point. 
[end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Somalia 
Presidential Troops, Militia Clash in ‘Somaliland’ 


Hargeysa Shelled 


AB1510205994 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa” program] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Clashes have broken out in the 
self-proclaimed Republic of Somaliland in northwestern 
Somalia. Militiamen controlling the main Hargeysa Air- 
port [words indistinct] attacked troops loyal to President 
Mohamed Egal. A few minutes ago on the line to 
Hargeysa, Dan Isaacs asked President Egal what has 
been happening: 


{Begin recording] {Egal] Today, [words indistinct] in the 
middle of the night and went to this road you know, and 
it is about 0400 in the morning they attacked. I was 
forced to [words indistinct] that road you know. At 0500 
I was woken up and I was told (?what) was happening 
and we chased them away again from the road as they 
ran back to the airport and I told them to stop there. I 
said we do not want any bloodshed. (?We chased) them 
up the road [words indistinct] any further. [words indis- 
tinct] they had gone back to the airport and at 0900 this 
morning they started shelling the city from the airport on 
a (?height), which overlooks the town. 


[Isaacs] So, this morning after the incident on the road, 
the militia of the airport in fact have been shelling the 
town of Hargeysa itself? 


[Egal] Yes, they started shelling the town of Hargeysa 
itself and that is when I could not take it anymore so I 
gave orders to our security just to go after them, expel 
them from the airport and not to let them (?escape) and 
try and (?capture) [words indistinct] and even if they 
have to chase them all the way to the border, they should 
not let them go. I think these people [words indistinct] 
We really have to take military action against them and 
the fighting is still going on and it is not going to stop 
until we (?finish) them out everywhere out of the whole 
country [words indistinct]. 


{Isaacs} So, what is the situation at the airport, have you 
scared off.... 


{Egal, interrupting] I have not had a report for the past 
one hour, but our forces commenced the attack at 1530 
this afternoon on the airport. The shelling of the city has 
stopped apparently. They have been silent, but I can still 
hear the explosions on the [words indistinct] It is very far 
from the town you know, the airport is on a hill, on a 
[words indistinct] The conflict is still going on. We can 
still hear the sounds of the conflict. 


[Isaacs] Are you aware of any casualties at the moment? 


[Egal] Well, the only ones cre the ones that were sus- 
tained this morning. Four of our soldiers were slightly 
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wounded and as far as they are concerned they left 
behind one armored car, and in the car we found two 
dead bodies. How many of them died, we do not know. 
[end recording] 


Militia ‘Dislodged’ : 
AB1610130594 Paris AFP in English 1016 GMT 16 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, Oct 16 (AFP)—Tribal 
militiamen battling Somaliland security forces in the 
territory’s capital Hargeysa have been dislodged after a 
day of fighting, the president of the self-proclaimed 
independent Republic, Mohamed Ibrahim Egal, said 
Sunday. 


In a telephone conversation with AFP from his residence 
in Hargeysa, Egal said the militias had initially occupied 
the trunk road to the Indian Ocean port of Berbera and 
the airport. 


After security forces chased them out of the area on 
Saturday, they started shelling the city with artillery, 
Egal added. 


He said the 300-strong militia forces were armed with 
some half a dozen armoured cars, nicknamed “‘Techni- 
cals”, one of which was captured and its four occupants 
killed, but could not confirm if there were other casual- 
ties in the conflict. 


The Somaliland leader, whose country has not been 
internationally recognised, said that by 9.00 a.m. (0600 
GMT) on Sunday, the road and the airport had been 
cleared of the tribal militias. 


“| have today removed the last obstacle to Somaliland’s 
destiny”, Egal declared. 


He stated that the insecurity caused by the tribal militias 
in Somalia’s former northern region, which declared 
itself the independent Republic of Somaliland after the 
overthrow of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in January 
1991, had been used by the UN Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM) to deny it international recognition. 


Asked whether he would attend the Somali reconcilia- 
tion conference scheduled for the Somali capital Moga- 
dishu on October 27, if invited, Egal declared that 
“Somaliland seceded from the rest of Somalia three 
years ago and will never have anything to do with what is 
happening in Mogadishu. 


“I am aware that the man who declared Somaliland 
independent in 1991 is currently masquerading in Mog- 
adishu claiming to be leader of Somaliland and is being 
paid by UNOSOM to attend Somali clan meetings,” Egal 
added. 


He was referring to Somaliland’s former president 
Abdulrahman Tuur, reported to have been one of the 
leaders of 12 Somali clan factions who signed Friday’s 
agreement to convene the October 27 conference. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-94-200 
17 October 1994 


“Abdulrahman Tuur is a traitor and quisling who will 
never return to Somaliland,” Egal charged. 


A major UN military and humanitarian operation in 
Somalia, currently largely scaled down, was launched 
last year, taking over from an initial US-led mission to 
help protect aid supplies and humanitarian work amid 
mass famine and strife. 


The massive foreign intervention has failed to end the 
conflict among Somalia’s rival warlords and their clans. 


12 Organizations Hold Conference in Mogadishu 


Aidid Calls For National Conference 


EA1510193294 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 14 
Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The |2 Somali political orga- 
nizations, which have been participating in consultative 
meetings in Mogadishu, issued a call today for the 
holding of a national conference to be attended by the 16 
political organizations in the country, with a view to 
forming a broad-based Somali government. 


Launching the call at the Peace House, Mohamed Farah 
Aidid, the chairman of the Somali National Alliance 
[SNA] and the United Somali Congress [USC], said the 
chairmen of the 12 organizations, who have been partic- 
ipating in the negotiations for nearly two months, had 
made it incumbent on themselves to assess the situation 
in the country, be it political or social, with a view to 
finalizing the restoration of peace and reconciliation. He 
said the chairmen had agreed on the need for popular 
support for peace.and reconciliation to allow for the 
revival of national institutions. 


He said the time had come to finalize the reconciliation 
efforts, and that a national conference should be held in 
Mogadishu on 27 October, to be attended by all 16 
national organizations, including the 12 organizations. 
He said the 12 organizations had fully recognized the 
congresses at which the chairmen, central councils and 
executive committees of the Somali African Muki Orga- 
nizations [SOMA], Southern Somali National Move- 
ment [SSNM], and Somali National Union [SNU] were 
elected. Somali affairs should be left to the Somalis. The 
UN Operation in Somalia [UNOSOM] would provide 
logistical support for the conference and attend as an 
observer. It should also invite the other organizations 
which had not been involved in the negotiations. The 16 
organizations would be independent in conducting the 
conference and observing the rules governing it. A com- 
mittee would be formed to organize the conference. 


Aidid said UNOSOM had been informed about all these 
matters. He said they had met Mr. James Victor Gbeho, 
the UN secretary general’s special envoy to Somalia, last 
night, and had briefed him on all the above-mentioned 
matters, but unfortunately he refused to attend the 
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conference and welcome the meetings of the !2 organi- 
zations. Mr. Aidid said the organizations would view 
UNOSOM as still intent on opposing the birth of peace 
in Somalia, and that this was regrettable. 


Mr. Aidid said it was time to bury the past conflicts and 
problems and instead to embark on creating a new 
Somalia. He said it was time to build a just government 
which would implement the objectives of the justice orga- 
nizations that toppled the bloody Barre regime. He said it 
was important for us to live with the family of nations in a 
spirit of fraternity, cooperation, and collaboration, partic- 
ularly our neighboring and Islamic countries. 


He said the international community should assist the 
Somali people in coping with past problems, and partic- 
ipate in eradicating the legacies of the successive regimes 
of the past. Mohamed Farah Aidid emphasized the 
importance of giving priorities to peace, as the people 
had already embarked on the same in anticipation of the 
formation of a Somali government. [passage omitted] 


The declaration was signed by the chairmen of the 12 
organizations as follows: Shaykh Jama Haji Hussein, 
chairman of SAMO: Mohamed Farah Abdullei, 
chairman of the Somali Democratic Alliance; Mohamed 
Nur Aliyow, chairman of the Somali Democratic Move- 
ment: Ali Ismail Abdi, chairman of tiie Somali National 
Democratic Union; Abdirahman Ahmed Ali, chairman 
of the SNM; Omar Mugani Aways, chairman of the 
Somali League Union; Ahmed Omar Jays, chairman of 
the Somali Patriotic Movement; Abdullei Yusuf Ahmed, 
chairman of the Somali Salvation Democratic Front; 
*Abd-al-Aziz Shaykh Yusuf, chairman of the SSNM; 
Mohamed Farah Aidid, chairman of the USC-SNA; 
Mohamed Qanyareh Afrah, chairman of the USC 
northern faction: and Abdirahman Du’aleh Ali, 
chairman of the United Somali Front. 


Present were special Ethiopian envoy Ambassador 
Lesane Yohannes, who is also the chairman of the Horn 
of the African Countries’ Committee for Somali Affairs; 
Mr. (Haile Minkires), the Eritrean president's special 
envoy; Mr. Ibrahim Sha’bani, the Egyptian ambassador 
to Somalia, and the Sudanese consul and charge d’af- 
faires to Somalia. 


Al Mahdi Protests Call for Conference 


EA1510201594 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 14 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Ali Mahdi, president of 
the Somali Republic, has received at the presidency 
Ambassador James Victor Gbeho, the UN secretary 
general’s special envoy to Somalia. The president and 
ambassador discussed matters pertaining to the orga- 
nizing of a national conference for Somali political 
groups. The president has made it clear that the group of 
12 organizations was strongly opposed to any unilater- 
ally-announced decision to hold a national conference. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The president said that the group was also opposed to 
any conference whose participants were not the signato- 
ries of the Addis Ababa conference and the Somali 
National Movement. The president said anyone trying to 
do the opposite was not working for the oneness of 
Somalia but was working for its disunity. 


For his part, Ambassador Gbeho said the other organi- 
zations meeting in southern Mogadishu had decided to 
announce what they referred to as calling the Somali 
people to come together. [passage omitted] 


Ali Mahdi Criticizes Conference 


EA1510172694 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1100 GMT 15 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ali Mahdi Mohamed, the presi- 
dent of the Somali Republic, today issued a press state- 
ment on the so-called conference held in south 
Mogadishu by Somali organizations and on the declara- 
tion they issued. 


Speaking in Mogadishu on behalf of the group of 12 
organizations, the Somali Salvation Alliance [SSA], the 
president told the Somali people and the world that the 
conference that took place in Mogadishu was not 
attended by the organizations which were signatories to 
the Addis Ababa conference, or to the Somali National 
Movement [SNM]. 


The SSA said in the statement that it was a known fact 
that efforts had been made for a long time to hold a 
national conference in order to find a final solution to 
the political conflicts in the country. The SSA said 
Ambassador James Victor Gbeho, the UN special envoy 
to Somalia, and his deputy, both of whom are Ghana- 
ians, were to organize a preparatory conference at the 
beginning of this month, and then the main conference 
at the end of this month. Apart from inviting the 
organizations to the conference and conducting the con- 
ference, it was agreed that the United Nations Operation 
in Somalia [UNOSOM] would assist the Somali people 
with reconciliation and reconstruction. 


After a lot of the preparatory work for the conference 
had already been made, when the Somali people were 
eagerly awaiting it, the Somali National Alliance [SNA] 
broke its promise for the 14th time by holding an 
inconsequential conference with the help of some per- 
sonalities who did not represent the organizations and 
clans they claimed to represent. After realizing the SNA’s 
habit of opposing reconciliation among the people and 
after realizing Gbeho’s and his deputy’s weakness and 
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bias, the group of 12, the SSA, speaking on behalf of the 
majority of Somalis, wants to make the following points: 


1. The United Nations should remember its obligations 
toward finding a just solution to the Somali problems, 
support the wishes of the majority in Somalia, and try to 
ascertain the true facts about the country. 


2. UNOSOM should issue a clarification and correction 
that will satisfy the Somali people concerning the acts 
committed by Victor Gbeho, or else we will be forced to 
request the removal from Somalia of the UN secretary 
general’s special envoy to Somalia and his deputy, both 
of whom wronged the people by appointing the chairmen 
of certain organizations and announcing officially that 
the 12 organizations had met in Mogadishu, during 
which time they decided to stop preparations for the 
national conference which had previously been agreed 
upon. It had been agreed that UNOSOM would bring the 
genuine leaders who represent the people to Mogadishu 
from Nairobi, Djibouti, and the country’s regional cap- 
itals. 


3. The SNA should stop creating chaos among the people 
and try to gather the courage to participate in the 
national conference. 


4. The personalities claiming to represent the illegal 
organizations that held the so-called conference should 
swallow their pride and be content with what is nght for 
their people. 


5. The Somali people should jointly fight to defend 
democracy, strive toward achieving national reconcilia- 
tion, and counter those selfish people who have thrown 
their nationalism out the window. 


6. The SSA will take legal action against the personalities 
who were trading in the names of these organizations. 


USC Disassociates From Conference 


EA1510203094 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1100 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] In an extraordinary meeting held 
today, the executive committee of the United Somali 
Congress [USC] stated that it did not participate in the 
so-called conference of Somali organizations which was 
held in south Mogadishu. It said the conference and its 
declaration did not concern the USC. The committee 
said the signature of Mohamed Qanyareh Afrah, the 
former USC chairman, did not represent the organiza- 
tion, and only served his own person. The USC executive 
committee said it would take this matter to the ongoing 
meeting of the USC Central Committee. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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ANC Responds to de Klerk’s Critical Comments 


MB1510152394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2153 
GMT 14 Oct 94 


{Statement issued by the ANC on 14 October on the 
SAPA PR Wire Service] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Afncan National Congress 
has no “strategy of blaming the National Party [NP] for 
everything that goes wrong in this country”. The history 
of mismanagement and misgovernment of South Africa 
by the apartheid National Party government over four 
decades is public knowledge. 


Mr F.W. de Klerk and his National Party should cease 
trying to paper the deficiencies that have been the trade 
mark of their governing years by demonising the ANC. It 
is precisely the ANC that brought apartheid rule and the 
National Party’s discriminatory policies to a halt. It is 
the organisation that embarked on a relenting struggle to 
establish democracy in this country, a struggle that 
culminated in ANC-initiated negotiations which ushered 
the long yearned for democratic changes in this country. 


Mr de Klerk’s unfounded belief that the NP ended apartheid 
in this country is tantamount to saying that a leopard can 
change its spots. It is clear from all and sundry that Mr de 
Klerk is a victim of his own propaganda. 


Whilst the majority of blacks in this country have taken 
it in their stride to forgive what Mr de Klerk and his 
party have done to them over the years, despite their 
state of neglect in terms of education, houses, jobs and 
human dignity, they have embraced the path of nation- 
building, reconciliation, reconstruction and develop- 
ment. Mr de Klerk’s utterances proves him to be 
insensitive to the hardships that blacks in this country 
have had to endure as a result of his party’s policies. 


The ANC, and indeed the entire democratic movement, 
is proud of the struggle that has been waged in all fronts 
to bring this country to where it is today. 


The ANC calls upon Mr de Klerk, as the second execu- 
tive deputy president of a democratic South Africa, to 
start reconstructing and developing the country in the 
interest of all its citizens instead of dreaming and demo- 
nising the ANC on public and private platforms. 


Budget, Truth Commission Expected To Dominate 
Debate 


MB1410152594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1028 
GMT 14 oct 94 


[Report by Dirk van Zyl] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Parliament Oct 14 SAPA— 
Debates on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
Bill and the second reading of the budget are expected to 
be highlights of the parliamentary session which resumes 
next week after a three-week recess. 
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The second reading budget debates, scheduled for early 
in November in both the National Assembly and the 
Senate, will be general political ones in which any matter 
can be raised. Following the debates, the first budget of 
South Africa’s first fully democratic Parliament will be 
passed. 


The keenly awaited Truth and Reconciliation Commis- 
sion Bill is due to be considered by the full cabinet next 
Wednesday [19 October] and to be tabled in Parliament 
shortly afterwards, with the time-frame depending on 
the finalisation of any possible amendments. A top 
Justice Ministry spokesman said on Friday the idea was 
that the bill should be passed in this session. 


According to the Parliamentary Secretariat, the session 
is expected to last until around November 18, after 
which Parliament will probably adjourn until late Jan- 
uary or early February next year. The National Assembly 
and Senate resume debates on budgetary portfolios on 
Tuesday, while the Constitutional Assembly (CA) 
resumes its business on Monday. Mondays have been set 
aside as “constitutional business day” in the parliamen- 
tary programme. 


The CA’s Management Committee, Rules Committee 
and Constitutional Committee are to meet this Monday, 
and its theme committees and the full 490-member CA 
the following Monday [24 October]. 


Once the National Assembly and Senate have completed 
the budget, they will devote their time to legislation and 
white papers such as the ones on the Reconstruction and 
Development Programme, education and agriculture. 
Apart from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
Bill, legislation expected to be finalised includes the 
Human Rights Commission Bill, the Public Protector 
Bill, the Correctional Services Amendment Bili, the 
Restitution of Land Rights Bill, the Maritime Zones Bill 
and a Conservation Amendment Bill. Three intelligence 
bills, currently being processed by the Department of 
Justice, are also due to be tabled. 


Northern Cape Executive Council Member Resigns 


MB1710062694 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2057 
GMT 16 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Oct 16 SAPA— 
Northern Cape MEC [member of the Executive Council] 
for Safety and Security Peter Gelderbloem officially 
resigned his portfolio over the weekend for personal 
reasons, but will stay on as ordinary member of Parlia- 
ment. Regional Premier Manne Dipico accepted the 
resignation. 


Mandela Announces Expanded Free Education 


MB1510191894 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1800 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Passionate pleas for peace, 
reconciliation, and an end to violence and crime marked 
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today’s National Day of Safety and Security throughout 
the country. For the first time since the election, Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela shared a platform with IFP 
[Inkatha Freedom Party] leader and Home Affairs Min- 
ister Mangosuthu Buthelezi. [passage omitted] 


{Begin recording] [Mandela] Every community in our 
country has a fundamental right to be free from fear. 
Each and every South African has the night to feel secure 
in their home, to feel safe in the cities, towns, and rural 
areas. People should not fear the nighi. 


{Correspondent Conrad Burke] He also departed from 
his prepared speech to announce a radical move on the 
education scene, providing few details. 


[Mandela] We are saying now we are introducing free 
education up to standard nine [grade eleven]. And I 
appeal to you—I appeal to our youth—with all humility 
to stop nonsense, and to study, and make sure that our 
future leaders are leaders in the proper sense of the word. 
[applause] Thank you. [passage omitted] 


To Be Introduced ‘Gradually’ 


MB1610170594 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 16 Oct 94 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of national edu- 
cation, Professor Sibusiso Bhengu, has disclosed that the 
first year of formal education will be free from next year. 
Speaking at Esikhaweni College of Education near 
Empangeni, Prof. Bhengu said free education would be 
introduced gradually, and that it could possibly be 
implemented in all classes up to standard seven [grade 
nine] after three years. 


He said a committee had been appointed to investigate 
the matter. It would issue a full report at the end of next 
month. President Nelson Mandela said in Soweto yes- 
terday that free education until standard nine would be 
introduced. 


Officers: Defense Spending Cut by Haif in 5 Years 


MB1610161494 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 16 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Senior military officers say 
South Africa’s defense spending has been reduced by half 
in real terms over the past 5 years, and they have 
appealed to Parliament not to cut any further. The 
defense force’s budget director, Brigadier Pieter van der 
Merwe, told a parliamentary committee in Cape Town 
that this year’s defense budget had only about half the 
buying power of the 1989-1990 budget. He said future 
defense planning was based on the assumption that the 
budget would remain constant at 9.5 thousand million 
rands in real terms. 
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Buthelezi Encourages Return of Mozambican 
Refugees 


MB1410175894 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 14 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Home Affairs Minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi has encouraged Mozambican refugees in 
South Africa to return to their homes with the help of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. He 
said many refugees were returning without making use of 
the aid program. He said that when the program came to 
(?mend), refugees would be subject to normal migration 
laws. 


Energy Official Urges More Nuclear Power Plants 


MB1610211094 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English 15-16 Oct 94 p 4 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa should plan to 
build two more nuclear power stations by 2030 and 
extend the life of Koeberg, Atomic Energy Corporation 
head Dr. Waldo Stumpf said yesterday. It would be folly 
to close down or phase out Koeberg, he told the World 
Energy Council’s regional forum in Cape Town. This 
would make it almost impossible for South Africa to 
make meaningful reductions in carbon dioxide emission 
levels and help reverse global warming. Figures indicated 
clear South Africa should rather have more than less 
nuclear power in future. 


South African Press Review for 14 Oct 
MB1410133894 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Constitutional Court Appointments Favor ANC— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 14 October in a 
page 16 editorial says the selection of judges to fill the six 
vacancies on the Constitutional Court “has led to disap- 
pointing omissions.”’ There is also “some concern that 
the selection process may have favoured candidates with 
ANC links.” However, the “old and the new” in the 
Constitutional Court can “help one another set new 
standards in the defence of constitutional and human 


rights.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC-National Party ‘Squabble’ in W. Cape—The ANC- 
National Party “squabble” in the Western Cape “looks 
little more than a storm in a teacup,” says a page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 14 October. “Having grown accustomed to the 
sophisticated and skilful negotiations that have charac- 
terised South Africa’s transition, it is sobering to be 
reminded that mediocre leadership is a feature of many 
(though not all) regional governments.” Neither Western 
Cape Premier Hernus Kriel nor former ANC provincial 
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leader Alan Boesak “‘are noted for subtlety or reconcili- 
ation skills.” Furthermore, the ANC’s withdrawal from 
the provincial cabinet “might be taken more seriously if 
members actually resigned their provincial cabinet 
posts—and gave up the fat pay packets that go with 
them.” 


NEW NATION 


Demilitarize Townships—Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English on 14 October in a page 8 editorial cannot empha- 
size enough the “need to demilitznse the townships.” Also, 
an announcement from the safety and security minister 
alone is “not enough” to ensure that the country succeeds in 
demilitarizing the townships. ““Community involvement in 
the effort will be pivotal in the process.” 


Police Union Sit-In Premature—A second editorial on 
the same page refers to the occupation of the Vereeniging 
police station by members of the Police and Prisons 
Civil Rights Union, Popcru, saying it had “not seen any 
evidence of Popcru seriously attempting a negotiated 
solution to their problems. And a sit-in therefore seems 
premature. Had the union attempted engaging govern- 
ment in negotiations and failed, it weuld be justified in 
resorting to industrial action—and would enjoy the 
support of the communities its members serve.” 


WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Call for ANC ‘Crackdown’ on Rent Boycotiers—The 
rent, services, and inortgage boycotts in the townships 
have become the “single greatest headache of our ANC- 
dominated government,” points out the page 390 edito- 
rial in Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English for 14-20 October. “Ministerial pleas have 
proven a waste of breath. The inescapable fact is that 
people will not pay their bills while they see boycotters 
living peacefully in their houses and receiving the same 
services.” WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN calls on the 
government to “educate” the people on the implications 
of the boycott, and then to “support local authorities and 
the banks in cracking down on hard-core defaulters.”” A 
“crackdown” will “cost the ANC” support, but “respon- 
sible government often means risking unpopularity in 
the long-term interests of the common weal. It is time for 
the ANC to govern.” 
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BEELD 


Maintain Democratic Vigilance—“Africa is not the nat- 
ural habitat of democracy,” says an editorial on page 10 
of the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 10 October. 
“This has been underlined once again by reports iast 
week that Zambian President Frederick Chiluba intends 
to put a stop to press freedom.” “How South Africa, as 
the regional power, ought to react should this tendency 
grow stronger, is an interesting question,” but “what ts 
more important now is for all who wish to promote 
democracy in Africa to realize that the holding of an 
election alone is no magic wand which will permanently 
establish democracy.” “South Africa is, indeed, not 
Zambia, and has a much stronger democratic culture. 
But South Africa is still part of Africa, and therefore our 
democratic vigilance must never be allowed to relax.” 


Better Civil Service Needed—A second editorial on the 
same page of BEELD says civil servants believe “they 
work too hard for too little money. Yet the general 
perception is that they are far too many for the wor’ that 
has to be done, and fall far short of being a reall’, good 
civil service to the public. Now a recognized ex)pert on 
the civil service, Prof. Chris Thornhill, has stated that 
there is something very wrong with the attitude of the 
civli service, and that a change in this regard is a 
prerequisite for their successful reform.” The only solu- 
tion, argues BEELD, is “for the civil service itself to take 
the lead in getting its house in order. If officials could 
harness their tremendous expertise and experience” with 
a proper attitude, then “no one should have any fears 
that South Africa will go the destructive way of the rest 
of Africa, where the civil service has been brought down 
by corruption and poor management.” 


Iraq is U. S. President's "Greatest Test—A page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 11 
October says “delay in taking the Gulf War to its logical 
conclusion 3 years ago was a serious mistake on the part 
of the United States. Iraq is once again defying the 
world.” “For President Bill Clinton this latest crisis is his 
greatest test to date. This time he is not dealing with a 
little island state like Haiti, but a bitter Middle East 
dictator driven by religious fundamentalism.” 
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Angola 


Opposing Parties Continue Peace Talks in Lusaka 


MB1410204694 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 14 Oct 94 


[Report by correspondent Alves Antonio in Lusaka] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Early this evening, representa- 
tives of the government and the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] approved the 
document on the participation of Jonas Savimbi'’s move- 
ment in the country’s government, including ministerial 
posts, diplomatic missions, as well as provincial, district, 
and communal governments. 


Tomorrow, the negotiators from the government and 
UNITA will examine the appendixes connected with this 
issue and the respective terms of procedure to be 
approved in a plenary session. The government and 
UNITA are also expected to discuss Jonas Savimbi's 
security status, the mechanism that will replace the Joint 
Political and Military Commission, and issues con- 
nected with the peace implementation timetable, as well 
as the preamble of the Lusaka Protocol, which, according 
to information, has already been drafted by the United 
Nations and only needs to be approved by the govern- 
ment and UNITA. After concluding these issues, the 
negotiators then face the task of reexamining the whole 
peace agreement package. 


Accord on UNITA Posts 


MB15 10204394 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[Telephone report by Manuel da Conceicao in Lusaka] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Government and 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] negotiating teams continue working to reach 
agreement on the final details. Today, within the frame- 
work of national reconciliation, the two sides approved 
the norms of conduct for the officials UNITA will 
appoint to various government posts. 


Speaking in the Zambian capital today, observers said 
dialogue helps overcome differences but the most impor- 
tant thing of all is that peace should return to Angola. 


Meanwhile, we learned today that UNITA will admin- 
ister the following districts: Soyo, Lobito, Andulo, Calu- 
quembe, Bailundo, Quela, Calai, Rangel, Viana, 
Ingombota, and Maianga, among othezs. The peace talks 
are indeed near their end. 


Alioune Blondin Beye, the UN Secretary General's spe- 
cial representative in Angola, has not spoken to the 
media in a long time, but he is scheduled to hold a news 
conference in Lusaka on 17 October, the day that should 
see the burial of the national reconciliation dossier. 
There is great expectancy around Blondin Beye’s news 
conference and some people are already predicting that 
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he will take the opportunity to announce the date on 
which the Lusaka Peace Accord will be signed. 


FALA Communique Reports Military Successes 


MB1510172594 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[Communique issued by FALA Genera! Staff in 
Huambo on 14 October] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In our previous communiques, 
the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola [FALA] 
General Staff has been denouncing a general offensive by 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ forces. We now inform the 
Angolan and international community of the following 
facts to illustrate the truth of our previous reports: 


1. On 1 October the Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola [MPLA] forces occupied the city of 
Calulo, Cuanza Sul Province. Between | and 5 October, 
the MPLA forces occupied the cities of Chicumba, 
Caluquembe, and [place indistinct] in Huila Province. 
This was part of their progress toward the city of 
Huambo. On 7 October the government soldiers began 
advancing toward Ambrisette [words indistinct] from 
Ambriz in the north of Angola. 


2. FALA will always respond to these warmongering 
movements, and as of now they will not be responsible 
for renewed clashes in our martyred country. On | 
October, a group of MPLA soldiers was attacked and 
completely destroyed when they tried to advance toward 
Cangandala from Malanje. On the occasion, i03 Peo- 
ple’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
[FAPLA] soldiers were killed, and FALA soldiers cap- 
tured a T-62 combat vehicle, two BDF guns, and 71 
assorted arms. On 2 October, when an AN-22 aircraft 
was unloading war materiel including antipersonnel 
landmines in the airport of the city of Bie [Kuito], our 
artillery destroyed a vehicle which was carrying the arms, 
killing Colonel Martins Muie, chief of General Staff of 
Bie Operation Command, and a dozen FAPLA soldiers. 
On 3 October, at 0410 [0310 GMT], our forces took over 
Chocolo commune, 32 km from Gabela. On the occa- 
sion, our forces killed 21 government soldiers and cap- 
tured [words indistinct] two PKM arms, three RPG-7 
weapons, two 82-mm mortars, and a huge amount of 
bombs and ammunition of various calibers. On 5 
October, our forces attacked a second group of the 43th 
regiment that was on its way to Camundambala from the 
city of Saurimo. That battalion returned in disarray, 
leaving behing 18 dead soldiers, and our forces captured 
two 82-mm mortars, four RPG-7’s, three PKM’s, 21 
assorted weapons, and several bombs and other ammu- 
nition. On 6 October, the important Catenge post was 
attacked as a logistical convoy stationed in the area was 
on its way to Ukuma from Benguela. Our forces captured 
T- 62 combat vehicles and three cargo vehicles, and 
burned seven others with their cargo. A total of 61 
FAPLA soldiers were killed and two others captured. 
That district remains under control of our iurces. 
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On 7 October, as a Soviet-made helicopter of the govern- 
ment Air Force tried to reinforce soldiers in the Canfunfo 
strategic area, our artillery shot down one of the helicopters 
as it was about to land. The helicopter was completely 
burned with all its crew and passengers. Other helicopters 
returned in disarray to Saurimo. The passengers were sol- 
diers of the former Battalion 32 of the South African Army. 
On 9 October, during a follow-up operation of the 16th 
Regiment and two special commando companies made up 
of about 450 soldiers who tried to attack the FALA forces 
east of Canfunfo. our forces captured the Emangua area, 
point of departure of these forces. The National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] forces killed 37 


soldiers including a colonel called Abreu N com- 
manded those forces, and a captain called CO inder 
of special forces. Our forces also captured ~§ South \fmcan- 
made R4 and R5 weapons. as well as two vw 10° ars, 
five RPG-7 arms, a complete communicatio... ».a.10n, 29 


AKM weapons, and an assortment of ammunitio. of var- 
ious calibers. Our forces also destroyed two BMP 2Z armored 
vehicles when the 20th regimeni, which sicrmed into Calu- 
quembe, tried to break through our defense east of the town 
on their way to Caconda. The soldiers who were in the two 
armored vehicles were completely burned. On 10 October. 
our anti- aircraft defense shot down an Mi-24 helicopter 
when it massively bombed [indistinct piace], west of Can- 
funfo town, where clashes took place [words indistinct]. The 
helicopter was completely destroyed and all the crew was 
killed, including a major called Gabirra, commander of 
Saurimo air company, Captain Tiago, and a second lieu- 
tenant called Marley. 


3. Who provokes us pays for it. 
[Issued] Huambo, 14 October 1994. 


[Signed] Army General Arlindo Chenda Isaac Pena 
Ben-Ben, chief of General Staff. 


Botswana 


Election Results Indicate Ruling Party Ahead 


MB1710055194 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 0S10 GMT 17 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Counting of votes in Botswana's 
general elections that were held on Saturday [15 October] is 
still continuing in some constituencies. So far results have 
been received from about half of the constituencies, that is, 
20. Of the 20 constituencies whose results have been 
declared, the Botswana Democratic Party [BDP] has won 13 
parliamentary seats, while the main opposition party, the 
Botswana National Front [BNF], has won seven parliamen- 
tary seats. 


The BDP has won the constituencies of Northeast, Sebina- 
Gweta, Boteti, Tswapong-North, Palapye, Francistown 
East, Bobirwa, and Maun-Chobe constituency. It has also 
won the Nkange. Serowe North, Serowe South, Ngwaketse 
West, and the South-East Constituency. 
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The BNF has won the constituencies of Gaborone South, 
Gaborone North, Gaborone Central, Gaborone West, 
Francistown West, Kgatleng East, and Kgatleng West 
constituency. At the pace at which counting has been 
going on, the results of the remaining 19 constituencies 
are expected by the end of today. 


There were no parliamentary elections at Thamaga Con- 
stituency because of the death of the Botswana Demo- 
cratic Party candidate, the former vice president of 
Botswana, Mr. Peter Mmusi. Results of voting in the 
council seats show that most council seats tend to go to 
the political party that has won the particular parliamen- 
tary seat. Radio Botswana will continue to announce the 
results as they are declared. 


Comoros 


Djohar Dismisses Madi, Appoints New Prime 
Minister 

AB1410165094 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 14 Oct 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} lie prime minister of the Como- 
ros, Mohamed Abdou Madi, has been sacked by President 
Dyohar. In the past year, Comoros’ politics has been a saga 
of in-fighting and power struggles within the ruling party. 
Abdou Madi seemed to have a strong grip, but there had 
been rows about economic reforms and about the sale of the 
national airline, and President Djohar has been much 
swifter than usual in appointing a replacement, Halifa 
Houmadi. On the political upheavals, Kamadi Mohamed 
reports in this telex from Moroni: 


The sacking of the prime minister, Mohamed Abdou 
Madi, did not come as a surprise. For the past two weeks, 
rumors have been flying that President Djohar was 
coming under pressure to act against the man locked in a 
power battle with the speaker of parliament and the 
president’s own son-in-law, Mohamed Said M’Chan- 
gama. He is considered the strong man in government, 
ana fell out with the prime minister earlier this year 
when he tried to force through a series of government 
appointments. This was fiercely resisted by Mr. Abdou 
Madi. Since then, their dispute has led to battles between 
their supporters. Last month, some of the speaker's men 
were even said to have gone to the offices of some 
officials and threatened them. 


Mr. Abdou Madi’s sacking is certainly a victory for the 
president's powerful son-in-law, and brings to an end— 
for the time being, at least—the feud that divided the 
ruling Rally for Democracy and Renewal. Mr. Abdou 
Madi was considered very capable, and forced through a 
series of unpopular economic reforms demanded by the 
World Bank and the IMF. 


Little 1s known about his successor, Halifa Houmadi, a 
trained school teacher who is said to be close to the 
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speaker of parliament. Although a member of the ruling 
party, he is not said to have been active in politics in any 
significant way until now. Perhaps, one of the surprising 
elements about this appointment was the speed with 
which it was announced. Within hours of the sacking of 
Abdou Madi, the new prime minister had been named. 
Previously, this has taken several days, suggesting that 
the move had been planned well in advance. 


Further on New Prime Minister 


EA1410221094 Mayotte Radio France Overseas in 
French 1600 GMT 14 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The event had been hatching for 
months in the Comoros, especially in the federal capital 
Moroni but it only took place last night: A decree sacking 
Mohamed Abdou Madi from the post of Comoran prime 
minister and signed by President Said Mohamed Djohar. 
Here is a report by (Said Kahmaryin): 


{[Kahmarijin] A new government in the Comoros: Prime 
Minister Mohained Abdou Madi was sacked from his 
post last night by the president of the Republic, who 
announced the name of his successor, Mr. Halifa Hou- 
madi, a few hours later. Mr. Halifa Houmadi is from 
Anjouan Island and, in conformity with the terms of the 
Comoran Constitution, he is just over 40. The new prime 
minister was an educational adviser before becoming 
regional director of [words indistinct]. It will not be easy 
for Halifa Houmadi to form his government within a 
majority which is very divided since [passage indistinct]. 


Mozambique 


Renamo’s Dhlakama Threatens To Exile 
Chissano 


MB1410183794 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 14 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] In his quest for votes, Afonso 
Dhlakama, leader of the Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo], threatened to exile Joaquim Chissano, 
leader of the Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo], 
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to South Africa if Renamo wins the elections. Afonso 
Dhlakama said this at a rally in Cabo Delgado Province. 


{Begin Dhlakama recording] The Frelimo Party has been 
lying to the people. The Frelimo Party is telling Mueda 
residents—the Makonde tribesmen there—that if 
Dhliakama wins the elections, he will exile Makonde 
tribesmen to Angola, because it is said that the Makonde 
tribesmen may have originated there. That is far from 
the truth. It is a pure lie. The Frelimo Party hus already 
lost the elections. That is why it is spreading these lies. 


If what the Frelimo Party is saying is true, then Ren- 
amo—Dhlakama—instead of exiling Makonde 
tribesmen, will exile Chissano himself to South Africa, 
because it 1s said that Shangaans originated in South 
Africa. If this is the case, Dhlakama will exile Chissano 
to South Africa, before the Makonde tribesmen are 
exiled. [end recording] 


Election Results To Be Announced 2 Weeks After 
Vote 

MB1410204894 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 14 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Technical conditions are in 
place for the elections to be held in Mozambique. This 
follows the inauguration of the Central Ballot Data 
Processing Center in the Mozambican capital today. The 
center was created after several months of talks by the 
National Elections Commission [CNE] concerning the 
computerization of the electoral process. Certain 
Mozambican political parties were decply opposed to 
this project. 


The center has 30 computers bought within the frame- 
work of our country’s cooperation with Italy. Once the 
electoral areas have processed their data, they will send 
all the information to this center, which will do the final 
counting for subsequent publication after permission has 
been given by the CNE. The results will be announced 
two weeks after the end of the elections. CNE Chairman 
Dr. Brazao Mazula said the CNE is in the position to 
correct any errors that may surface over the course of 
vote counting. [passage omitted] 
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Ghana 


Rawlings To Meet Nigeria’s Abacha, Discuss 
Liberia 
AB1310133794 Paris AFP in English 1146 GMT 13 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Accra, Oct 13 (AFP)— 
Ghanaian President Jerry Rawlings was due to leave for 
Nigeria Thursday amid rumours of an “emergency solu- 
tion” to end Liberia’s five-year civil war, sources close to 
the president said. 


Rawlings would be meeting Nigerian leader General 
Sani Abacha in the Nigerian capital Abuja, one source 
told AFP. Nigeria commands and provides most of the 
19,000 troops in the African peacekeeping force 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. 


“The main issue to be discussed will be an immediate 
disarmament and an eight-month programme leading to 
elections in Liberia,” the source said. 


The move follows a visit to Accra over the weekend by a 
Liberian delegation including former interim president 
Amos Sawyer and justice minister in the transitional 
government Samuel Dokie, who were themselves 
returning from Nigeria. 


Rawlings in his capacity as chairman of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) recently 
brokered a peace accord in Akosombo, Ghana, which 
has so far proved unworkable. 


The accord, signed by three warlords and backed by the 
UN, was immediately condemned as the start of a 
“military dictatorship’. It would have replaced the cur- 
rent council of state, or collective presidency, with a new 
one dominated by the armed factions. 


Accompanying Rawlings to Nigeria are Minister of 
Defence Mahama Iddrisu, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mohammed Ibn Chambas, army chief of staff 
Brigadier Francis Agyemfra, and original commander of 
ECOMOG General Arnold Quainoo. 


Both the Akosombo accord and the July 1993 accord 
brokered in Cotonou, Benin by Rawlings’ predecessor as 
ECOWAS chairman, Benin’s president Nicephore Soplo, 
have failed to stop the fighting in Liberia. 


Clashes in the centre and east of the country have 
intensified since early September, with nearly 140,000 
people fleeing to Ivory Coast and Guinea since then. 
Meanwhile, splits in all three of the main factions are 
alarming many, who warn that it is becoming hard to 
find any faction leaders with enough authority to guar- 
antee a ceasefire. 


“The way armed factions keep springing up, one should 
expect that once an accord is drawn up, new factions 
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would emerge, to make the enforcement of a peace 
accord difficult,” one senior Ghanaian government offi- 
cial said Thursday. 


Under the rumoured emergency peace plan, all factions 
would initially “stand still militarily” before disarming 
to ECOMOG before resettlement of disarmed fighters 
and an eight-month programme to elections. 


ECOWAS sent ECOMOG peacekeepers to Liberia in 
1990 in an early effort to defuse the war. 


Shortly after taking over as ECOWAS chairman, Rawl- 
ings warned that the body could not continue to finance 
the peacekeeping force “indefinitely”. 


There are suggestions that the issue could become impor- 
tant during the next elections in Ghana, scheduled for 
1996, and also in Nigeria when democracy returns there. 


The Liberian conflict erupted in December 1989 as a 
rebellion by the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), 
led by Charles Taylor, against the regime of slain president 
Samuel Doe, who was tortured to death by members of an 
NPFL splinter group nine months later. 


Liberia 


Johnson Meets With Togo’s Eyadema, NPFL’s 
Taylor 


AB1510203994 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Two men who began as allies 
but ended as enemies in the Liberian conflict, Charles 
Taylor and Prince Johnson, have been exchanging words 
in neighboring Togo. Prince Johnson split with Taylor 
soon after the war in Liberia began in 1992 and fled into 
exile in Lagos. Johnson’s best claim to fame, as it were, 
is the killing of the former president, Samuel Doe. Well, 
Charles Taylor has been trying to get President Eya- 
dema’s support for relaunching the peace process. It 
appears Prince Johnson has also been involved. On the 
line to Lome, Matthew Tostivin asked him what part he 
had to play: 


[Begin recording] [Johnson] I am a Liberian. I am a 
faction leader. We removed Doe from power. We still 
have a significant role. [he only thing we have to do is to 
continue telling our people to stop this senseless blood- 
bath to allow our people in exile to return home. We are 
not fighting, so people who are fighting, I think, those are 
the people who are very much irrelevant, because the 
fighting that is going on now is the cause of thousands 
and thousands of people being displaced in their own 
country and fleeing to Cote d'Ivoire and Guinea and 
getting even drowned in the water. [sentence as heard] So 
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we who submitted ourselves to the peace process by 
disarming our troops, we are not the ones that are very 
much irrelevant. 


[Tostivin] So, while you have been in Lome, have you 
met Charles Taylor? He is over there at the moment, is 
he not? 


[Johnson] Well, Taylor just left to go to Ivory Coast 
[Cote d'Ivoire]. 1 met President Eyadema and Taylor was 
in the office and he was trying to push the Akosombo 
Accord and I equally told him that the Akosombo 
Accord is counterproductive. I join the people of Liberia 
in denouncing such an accord. 


[Tostevin] So, what was your meeting with Taylor like? 
Was it a very friendly affair? 


[Johnson] Well, very friendly, but very hot, you know. It 
was very hot. Taylor was very surprised to see me. He 
did not even how I got here and he asked President 
Eyadema to see him and that’s how I got to see him. He 
was friendly attitude, anyway. But I told him just plain 
blunt to his face that he is the problem in Liberia and in 
Africa, the subregion. I saw him today looking very 
malnourished and very worried. You know, he could not 
look at my face because as he was talking to me, his voice 
was trembling with fear, you know. Taylor is no longer in 
Gbarnga. We are... [pauses] the coalition force 1s in 
complete control and we know what ts happening on the 
ground. Taylor is living in Cote d'Ivoire. He is not in 
Gbarnga. He is lying to the world through BBC. 


[Tostivin] So, are you saying that your soldiers—ex- 
soldiers—are part of the coalition force? 


[Johnson] Exactly. Those soldiers that were influenced 
by Taylor to defect from me are the ones certainly with 
the coalition force and giving Taylor tough time, because 
you know, I am a professional soldier and when I train 
people, they are very tough in combat. 


[Tostivin] But I thought that you said that your soldiers 
have been disarmed? 


[Johnson] Yes, before the disarmament of my soldiers 
and giving them over to ECOMOG [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group], Taylor had, prior to that disarmament by me, 
influenced some of my soldiers whom he thought would 
serve his purpose. So, those who defected prior to 
disarming them, prior to disarming the entire troops, are 
the ones now with the coalition and they are in touch 
with me. 


{Tostivin] But they are not under your control? 


[Johnson] No, they are not under my control, but I have 
a very significant role in restoring peace and my role is 
peace, but I am saying that they are under the control of 
Tom Woewiyu, and as long as Tom Woewiyu had 
defected too and seeking the path to bring peace to the 
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sovereign people of Liberia, | support morally and prin- 
cipally any man who wants peace for the Liberian 
people. 


[Tostivin]} But if you are not in control even of you own 
ex- soldiers, the people that you say were once loyal to 
you, how can you possibly have any influence on them at 
all? 


[Johnson] No, I do not have to be physically on the 
ground to be in control. I am *1e godfather of the boys 
that defected from me. They still regard me as their 
national hero. [end recording] 


Cabinet Directs Restructuring of Armed Forces 


AB1410125694 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 14 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The cabinet and the Council of 
State of Liberia have directed the minister of national 
defense to conclude appropriate arrangements for the 
commissioning of the new chief of staff and his corps of 
officers. According to an Executive Mansion release, the 
restructuring of the national Army is to reflect geo- 
graphic and ethnic balance. At its regular cabinet session 
yesterday at the Executive Masion, the cabinet said it is 
Carrying out the restructuring process of the Army and 
other security forces without fear and favor. 


The cabinet also received reports from the minister of 
health and social welfare regarding the plight of children 
stranded in central Liberia as a result of continued 
fighting by rival warring factions with particular [word 
indistinct] of the urgent need to deliver emergency relief 
supplies and possible evacuation of women, children, 
and the elderly who are the most vulnerable. 


Meanwhile, the Council of State has appointed a task 
force led by the minister of health and social welfare, Dr. 
Vamba Kanneh, to coordinate with the relevant govern- 
ment agencies, relief organizations, nongovernmental 
organizations, and warsing factions concerned to ensure 
the delivery of relief supplies to the needy in those areas. 


Niger 


Abdoulaye Government Falls in No-Confidence 
Vote 


Ousmane Criticizes Motion 
AB1510180594 Paris AFP in English 1751 GMT 15 Oct 94 


[By Boureima Hama] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Niamey, Oct 15 (AFP)—The 
West African state of Niger’s 10-day-old minority gov- 
ernment is tipped to fall Sunday [16 October] when 
parliament votes on a motion of no confidence to 
precipitate fresh elections in this land-locked, semi- 
desert country. 
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The government, led by Soulet Abdoulaye, was formed 
after prime minister Mahamadou Issoufou resigned and 
crossed over to the opposition camp, accusing President 
Mahamane Ousmane of betrayal and non-cooperation. 


But Friday, Ousmane acknowledged the superiority of 
the 46-strong opposition in the 83-member parliament, 
threatening to dissolve the parliament if the censure 
motion was voted through as expected. 


Ousmane criticised the motion as being motivated more 
by “personal rancour” than the “interests of the coun- 
try” and called for the opposition to rethink its stance, 
but apparently without much hope of success. 


The new opposition majority is composed of the 29- 
strong National Movement for the Development 
Society, the former sole ruling party, Issoufou’s 13- 
strong Niger Party for Democracy and Socialism, and 
two minor parties each with two deputies. 


Both supporters and opponents of the current govern- 
ment said they were willing to return to the polls to elect 
a new parliament to succeed lawmakers elected in Feb- 
ruary 1993. 


Sanoussi Jackou, the spokesman of Ousmane’s Demo- 
cratic and Social Convention (CDS), said new elections 
were the only way to settle the political crisis caused by 
Issoufou’s resignation. 


But opposition spokesman Hamadou Hama insisted that 
Ousmane should resign. 


“In the current conditions, the head of state can only 
nominate a prime minister from the majority. He there- 
fore has the choice of submitting or resigning,” he said. 


Meanwhile a source close to the presidency told AFP 
Saturday parliament’s dissolution was a “certainty” and 
said it would come within hours of the vote. 


The prospect of new elections has delighted two parties 
supported by the nomadic Tuareg people, most of whose 
candidates were imprisoned in the run-up to the 1993 
elections. 


The parties aim to profit from the peace accord signed 
last week at Ouagadougou in neighbouring Burkina Faso 
between the government and Tuareg rebels, aiming to 
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put an end within six months to the clashes which have 
left 150 dead in three years. 


The Tuareg community represents 10 percent of the 
country’s 7.5 million inhabitants, according to official 
estimates. 


Meanwhile, a team of officials from the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund was to arrive in 
Niamey Monday to assess the state of the impoverished 
country’s finances in light of the devaluation of the 
regional CFA franc currency in January. 


Most observers say the 50-percent devaluation has seri- 
ously worsened the economic situation in the landlocked 
country. 


Opposition Passes No-Confidence Vote 


AB1710085694 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 0545 GMT 17 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The second government of the 
Third Republic was ousted early yesterday evening 
through the passing of a vote of no confidence filed three 
days earlier by the National Movement of the Develop- 
ment Society [MNSD] and the Niger Party for Democ- 
racy and Socialism [PNDS], the new parliamentary 
majority group. The vote was passed with an absolute 
majority of 46 out of the 82 parliamentarians who voted. 
Prior to that, the various parliamentary groups had held 
several discussions. A stormy debate took place virtually 
all throughout yesterday morning and afternoon. 


Article 5 of the Constitution stipulates that if a vote of no 
confidence is passed against a government, it should 
automatically resign. Prime Minister Souley Abdou- 
laye’s government has thus been toppled barely two 
weeks after its formation. The ball is now in President 
Mahamane Ousmane’s court. There are two options 
open to him: He may choose to name a new prime 
minister from the new parliamentary majority group, the 
MNSD-PNDS, to form a new government—a coalition 
government—or he may refuse to form a coalition gov- 
ernment with the parliamentary majority [words indis- 
tinct]. In that case, he would have to dissolve the 
National Assembly in accordance with Article 50 of the 
Constitution—-which authorizes him to do so—and hold 
new parliamentary elections. 
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